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Time Segment Title Synopsis Partial Transcript Keywords 

0:35 Introductions Summer provides an outlook on what the 
interview will be like 

I think we are good to go…  

0:59 Educational History Tony explains living in border town and 
attending college, and work experience 
later on 

Should I tell you I was born in 
a border town… 

Community College; Cochise 
College; University of 
Arizona 

3:31 Kellogg National Fellow Tony explains what he was researching 
after becoming a Kellogg National Fellow 

It was a three-year grant… Traveling; Research; Impact 
at Borders 

5:17 Experience with South 
Phoenix Area 

Tony explains how he was involved with 
South Phoenix  

Interestingly one of my jobs… State Director for Farm 
Worker Programs; Senate 
President; Co-Chairman 

6:08 Changes in South 
Phoenix 

Tony explains how South Phoenix has 
changes over time through his 
perspective 

It’s dramatic… Farm Worker Director; 
Baseline; Orange Groves; 
Developed; Heavily Minority 
Area 

7:38 Important Members of 
The Community 

Tony explains why volunteers are 
important  

I have a feeling that the 
important people here… 

Volunteers; Policy Decisions 

9:13 Physical Changes to 
Community 

Tony discusses how development 
changed the community 

I suspect that important thing 
was… 

Development; Problem 
Areas; New Ideas 

10:15 Working at SMCC Tony explains how he first came to South 
Mountain and what he worked on 

It’s interesting I was 
working… 

Administrative Skills; 
Learning Center Director; 
Disabilities; Testing Center 

19:40 BNFP Tony explains his experiences being 
involved with the BNFP 

The Bilingual Nursing 
Program was just… 

Spanish Speaking Nurses; 
Fellowship; Gateway; 
Banner Hospital; Summer 
Jobs 

28:11 BNFP involved in 
Social/Political Activism 

Tony explains how the BNFP helped 
South Mountain and people find jobs 

I’m married to a nurse… Medical School; South 
Mountain; Multi-Cultural 

31:39 Getting people from S.P. 
involved with the BNFP 

Tony discusses the environment for 
students being involved with SMCC 

It became clear this was the 
place you could come to, to 
become a nurse 

Transportation; Motivation; 
Financial Problems; Untold 
Stories 

37:08 Student Experiences in 
BNFP 

Tony discusses some of the perspectives 
that student’s had while being in the 
BNFP 

Many of the students… Learn; Discipline 
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38:38 INS Raid Tony discusses the importance of 
knowing about the INS Raid 

I don’t remember about the 
INS Raid 

Different Stage of SMCC; 
Team 2000; Comprehensive 
Enrollment Effort 

41:16 SMCC reputation with 
other Universities 

Tony explains how ASU reached out to 
SMCC for remedial math 

We had developed a good 
reputation… 

A place to do math; Full 
Menu; Not enough students 

42:45 Importance of 
Education 

Tony explains how education is not 
always important 

I think it’s importance for 
people to realize that this is a 
part of my culture… 

Culture; Professional Degree 

45:33 Political Climate of S.P. Tony describes the political climate of 
South Phoenix through his perspective 

I’ve just seen so many 
different things in South 
Phoenix… 

Blacks vs Hispanics; 
Immigrant Rights Activist; 
Fully Developed; Roosevelt 
School District 

52:10 Experiences as a 
Community Activist 

Tony explains how he became involved 
with being a community activist 

My interest started in the 
80’s… 

Immigrants; El Paso; 
Asylum Seekers; Borders 

1:02:00 Advice to those who 
plan to further their 
education 

Tony explains how self-motivation is 
most important when pursuing an 
education 

I think the one of the most 
difficult things is to develop a 
little worm… 

Curiosity; Confidence; 

1:03:40 Coming to SMCC Tony explains the year he came to SMCC 85.. 1985 

1:03:50 Hometown Tony explains where he was born No, I was born in Douglas Douglas, Cartel; Asylum 
Seekers 

 
 
 

Tony Bracamonte was born in Douglas, Arizona. While living in a border town, Tony was able to see and experience some multicultural 

backgrounds. Later in his life, Tony went to Cochise College and shortly after attended the University of Arizona. He later then gained experience 

with working with children through social work. Tony became a Kellogg National Fellow and did some research, mainly focused on Mexico and 

U.S. affiliations. Most of Tony’s work comes from doings things hands on. He explains that through his experiences in South Phoenix, that the 

biggest change you will notice is the development. Tony discusses how development in South Phoenix has been able to draw in more people and help 

build our economy. Tony appreciates the volunteers throughout our community. He explains that the most important people are the one’s who work 

towards community issues. I believe Tony is an important piece to the story in our project. I say this because he has not only been a part of South 

Mountain Community College, but also the South Phoenix community. When he first came to South Mountain CC, he was hired to develop the 

testing and learning center. He was able to help are faculty by advancing them to know more than one general area. For example, instead of one 

person only knowing about advisement, they may also know information about financial aid. Later on in his career at South Mountain he became 

involved with being an associate Dean and also the BNFP. The BNFP (Bilingual Nursing Fellowship Program) was made to help students prepare to 

be nurses at hospitals. It was also made to help hospitals find more Spanish speaking nurses. Hospitals were originally spending lots of money to fly 
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in nurses from the Philippians. The BNFP was very successful, but also had many struggles. In the early processes of this program they had 

difficulties thinking about how students would become interested and motivated to be in this program. Despite those issues, they had many students 

come. They even had students who had earlier dropped out of school and then chose to come back. Something important that Tony mentions is that 

although education is important, it is not he title that means something. What Tony means by this is that, the title of your degree does not define you. 

The things that define you is what you have accomplished in your life. He mentions that although he worked in the education department, he never 

believed that the degree one may have pursued was never as important as the motivation and hard work it took to obtain that degree. I think this is 

something important to remember in life. Later in his life Tony became a community activist. This activism was sparked by where he was from, 

Douglas. I think living in a border town helped Tony to see some of the experiences that immigrants face. Through this activism Tony was able to 

visit border facilities in El Paso and see some of the horrible circumstances’ asylum-seeking immigrants were facing. I believe Tony is of great 

significance to our project because he seen a lot of growth from our community and also SMCC.  


